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ing and living quarters, especially in the urban
centers. In many cases these were unobtainable at
any price, and it was not an unusual thing for men
and women to get married or live together for the
sole purpose of having a place to lay their heads.
This abnormal condition created many tragi-comic
episodes. Many men and women abandoned their
marriage partners simply to take on new ones who
happened to be fortunate enough to have slightly
better living quarters.

It is unnecessary to say that a condition like this
was anything but wholesome for family life, espe-
cially for the children. Men would wander off and
leave their wives and children, and many of the
women, finding themselves without means of liveli-
hood, would abandon their children to the mercy
of fate.

Thousands upon thousands of women thus de-
serted had abortions performed. This practice be-
came so general among certain classes of women
that the clinics were filled with waiting lines. Con-
ditions in the clinics were appalling. It was im-
possible, with the equipment and materials avail-
able, to maintain septic conditions in the face of
such a rush of patients. The drug supply, of which
pre-war Germany had been an important source,